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B Elie Kedourie, Nationalism (Oxford: Blackwell, 1994), p. 14.
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#® Elie Kedourie, Nationalism, p. 138.
#® Ibid., p. 18.
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#F® Ibid., p. 22.

HF®@ Ibid., p. 23. .
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#® Elie Kedourie, op. cit., pp. 35~ 36.
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Two Interpretations of the Origins of
European Nationalism:
Elie Kedourie and Ernest Gellner

Ying-Wen Tsai

Abstract

This essay tries to expound an Kedourie and Gellner’s discourse on
Nationalism. Each interprets the origins of European nationalism via a dif-
ferent approach. Roughly speaking, Kedourie singles out Kant as a crucial
progenitor of nationalism, arguing that the severely individualist and uni-
versalist ethic of Kant, with its stress on individual self-determination, is
either the intellectual warrant or the historic cause of the doctrine of
national self-determination. Opposed to that interpretation, Gellner em-
phasizes the cultural demand of western industrial society as the historic
case of nationalism. Gellner argues that the modern sovereign state has
to integrate political power and culture in its response to the challenge of
industrial society; otherwise it would lose its legitimacy. This essay also
critiques the viewpoints about the cause of nationalism in each perspective.

Keywords : national self-determination, higher culture, German romanti-
cism, industrial society



